Perioperative care of the vascular anomaly patient.
Patients with vascular anomalies present specific and unique challenges to providers of their postoperative care. Vascular anomalies can range from localized solitary lesions to diffuse lesions with vessel malformations and associated soft tissue, muscle, organ, and bone involvement. Perioperative issues for these patients can be complicated and include coagulopathies requiring anticoagulation, the need for postoperative surgical drains and specialized wound care, and the use of compression garments to maintain the desired postoperative result. This article will address these specific concerns for patients with vascular anomalies in order to create a framework for consistent and appropriate perioperative care.